
 
 

CREATED TO SERVE 
 
The thread of “Service” has been sewn throughout Scouting’s long history.   
Did you know: 

● During World War I Scouts sold over $355 million in liberty bonds;  
● During World War II Scouts collected 30 million pounds of rubber and served as 

messengers during the war;  
● In 1971 as part of the Keep America Beautiful campaign Scouts collected a million tons 

of trash;  
● In 2025 Scouts participated in a conservation project by planting trees at Philmont Scout 

Ranch after a fire devastated part of the camp;   
● Annual Scouts collect millions of pounds of food during the Scouting for Food Campaign; 
● Annually Scouts help remember those who lost their lives by placing flags in honor of 

Memorial Day. 
 
From the smallest Lion to the Arrow of Light, from the Tenderfoot to the Eagle, and from the 
Bosun to the Crew Leader, each Scout is charged from the beginning of their career to “do my 
duty, help other people, and do a good turn daily.”  Even among those outside the movement, 
Scouting symbolizes help and service in times of need.  Service to others begins right in our 
own backyard and expands throughout the world around us.  Serving others in a safe, age-
appropriate manner is a great way to show our appreciation for others as well as our gratitude 
for this great movement. 
 
Some ways to serve the chartered organization: 

● Conduct a clean-up project around the grounds, 
including litter pick-up and landscaping maintenance 

● Help with set-up or break-down for a special service or 
event 

● Offer to serve refreshments or hand out bulletins at a 
service if your chartered organization is a place of 
worship 

● Ask if any members of the chartered organization need 
help with tasks like raking leaves or other yard 
maintenance 

 
Some ways to serve the community: 

● Perform a flag ceremony for a school event 
● Collect food or supplies for a foodbank 
● Make and deliver greeting cards for military personnel or 

nursing home patients 
● Volunteer for recovery efforts after storms or other disasters 



 
Some ways to serve our world around us: 

● Participate in beautification projects for parks or other public spaces 
● Perform maintenance projects for your favorite campgrounds 
● Hold a recyclables drive for paper, glass, aluminum, or plastic items 
● Make animal habitats for a nature preserve 

 
As with all Scouting events, always ask for permission before you begin. A brief discussion with 
the beneficiary can help ensure the intended project is necessary and safe. Safety is essential 
in planning and executing service projects. A variety of resources are available to help ensure 
service project safety: 
 
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/healthsafety/pdf/680-027.pdf 
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safe/ 
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