The Ranger Award exemplifies a challenging, high-level outdoor/high-adventure skills
advancement program. Once earned, it will identify a Ranger as a person who is highly
skilled at a variety of outdoor sports and interests, trained in outdoor safety, and ready
to lead or assist others in activities.

History:

In August of 1998, the Venturing Ranger Award was developed to recognize Venturers who developed
high levels of expertise in outdoor skills. While those ideals stayed the same, the chosen areas have
evolved year after year. In 2020, the National Venturing Committee Chair and National Director saw that

the Ranger Award was becoming outdated.

Why the Changes:

Overall, Revamping and Restructuring:

After all the reviews, the overall way to complete the Ranger Award was proposed to be restructured. In
the old award scheme, you had to complete eight challenging core requirements and four of 18
challenging electives for a total of 12 topic areas you had to complete. The change was to split the topics
into different areas and set a requirement for each area. This was to add diversity to the requirements for
completing the award. The award was split into four categories, with participants having to complete a
different amount of electives per area. A key item was combining the two first-aid electives into one.

Outdated and Unsafe Requirements:

Since 1998, the Scouting America program has refined its programming to be more consistent and safe
nationwide. Part of that was removing the Snowmobiling activity and updating the Shooting Sports
section to reflect the 2024 Range and Target Activities changes. While the physical act of hunting is no
longer permitted, it is valuable to teach about hunting safety, how hunting is used as a conservation
method, and how its cultural impact affects modern life.

Updated Language:

As new outdoor programming evolves and the latest technological advances emerge, including them in
our advancement is essential. It is also important to remove outdated language that aligns differently
with the aims and methods of Venturing. The Venturing Program needed to use the same language as the
other two programs of Scouting America in areas like Watercraft, Outdoors Skills, and Range and Target
Activities.

Added New Programs and Areas of Interest:

Our main goal was not to remove anything from the Ranger Award but to add to it. This Ranger Award
version includes an Exploration elective that is an homage to the Scout Association Explorer Belt
Program. We added two new sections of specific requirements to push Venturers' exploration of Career
and Community.



Career Areas (C)

When updating, we drew connections outside scouting to a real-life area of interest. With youth having to
decide on careers or areas of study earlier on, they must have some type of exposure to think about
careers based on their experiences in Scouting.

Diversity and History (PBE)

When updating each topic, we added an appropriate reflection that focuses on its diversity and history. It
is essential to be aware of an activity's history so that when people have ideas related to that topic, they
can learn from that past and learn about other struggles that people face. In turn, this adds awareness to
those who are differently abled but still overcome those challenges.
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2025 Venturing Ranger Award Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

How long do | have until | can no longer use the original Ranger Award
requirements?

o The 1998 Ranger requirements must be completed by March 31, 2026. Note: see
questions below regarding Shooting Sports, Hunting, and Snowmobiling
requirements.

Can completed elective requirements be transferred over?

o Yes, until March 31, 2026.

Can the original Shooting Sports requirements still be used if they were already
completed?

o No. The latest Range and Target Activities requirements MUST be used
regardless if a Venturer has completed the previous requirements. This has been
effective since September 1, 2024.

Can the original Hunting requirements be used at all?

o If original hunting requirements were completed before September 1, 2024, they
are permitted to be used.

Can the original Snowmobiling requirements be used at all?

o If original snowmobiling requirements were completed before February 1, 2023,
they are permitted to be used.
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