Roundtable Scouts BSA Breakout

Digital Merit Badges

Merit badge pamphlets are now available as free pdf’'s on the scouting.org
website. Scouts BSA's digital transformation of the merit badge program
enhances accessibility and creates engaging ways for youth to interact with the
program while maintaining the values and traditions we all cherish.

Digital merit badge pamphlet options give Scouts access to the most current
merit badge requirements. Printed pamphlets will still be available if you prefer
physical copies.

Scoutly, an Al assistant, has been developed to help Scouts and merit badge
counselors. The vision is to incorporate merit badge information to engage
Scouts through this platform. Scouts will continue to work with a merit badge
counselor to complete requirements. Scoutly supplements the vital mentorship of
a merit badge counselor as an additional resource for Scouts to explore merit
badge topics, like the information found in merit badge pamphlets.

An exciting new Al merit badge is being developed

to cover: INTRODUCING...
SColUTEYy

1. Artificial intelligence fundamentals
2. Ethical considerations

3. Practical applications

4. Career pathways

There is a 3 year implementation program for digital merit badge pamphlets with
interactive formats. By 2027, digital resources will be available for all merit
badges that are effective and engaging while preserving the foundational
elements of the Scouting program.

For now, Scoutmasters can:
e Explore the free pdf pamphlets currently available and share this resource
with Scouts.
e Introduce your troop to the upcoming new merit badges.
Consider how these new digital tools will enhance your merit badge program.


http://scouting.org

Have you heard of the Test Lab?

The National Service Center receives about 65
new merit badge ideas annually from Scouts,
families and Scout leaders. The new Test Lab
provides a structured way to evaluate these
ideas and incorporate them into merit badges
and troop meeting support materials. The Test
Lab is evaluating future merit badges and supporting them with digital resources.
New badges will be current, relevant and meaningful to Scouts. Check out the
Test Lab and help in the development of new topics in the Scouts BSA program.

https://www.scouting.org/skills/merit-badges/test-lab/

Discussion Questions:

1. How can these digital resources address specific challenges your troop
has encountered with merit badges and improve Scout access to merit
badge information?

2. How can we effectively integrate digital tools like “Scoutly” while ensuring
they enhance rather than diminish the personal mentorship that is
fundamental to the Scouting experience?

3. Which elements of this digital transformation do you believe will benefit
your unit, and what challenges do you see with this implementation?

Resources:
For additional information contact: merit.badge@scouting.org or
tsBSAChair ting.or

Scouts BSA Test Lab https://www.scouting.org/skills/merit-badges/test-lab/
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