
 
 

Ziplines 
 
Who does not love a fast trip down a zipline? Some people do not, but for those who do, 
Scouters need to understand how to provide this activity in a safe manner for the scouts. You 
cannot put up a zipline and send your Scouts down it. Just like you cannot take your Scouts to a 
zip line that isn’t approved.  
 
How do you know if a zipline is approved? Read on! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ziplines, canopy tours, and aerial adventure parks can be exhilarating fun for troops, teams, 
ships, and crews. Scouting America has developed guidance for leaders in planning and 
participating in these activities at council camps and appropriate commercial facilities. Use of 
privately installed, maintained, or operated ziplines by any unit, district, or council is not 
authorized. Examples include self-built, backyard, temporary (uninspected), or non-Scouting 
America-owned ziplines. 
 
The COPE Activities section of the Guide to Safe Scouting provides guidelines for using 
commercial facilities that offer these activities. Leaders should confirm that the commercial 
facility meets the Association for Challenge Course Technology (ACCT) or American Society of 
Testing Materials (ASTM) operating standards before arriving at that facility. Council COPE and 
climbing areas are required to adhere to the ACCT operating standards and the National Camp 
Accreditation Program (NCAP), which includes an annual inspection by a qualified professional. 
These activities are designated for Scouts BSA troops, Sea Scout ships, and Venturing crews. 
Cub Scout units are usually not permitted to participate in these activities as per Scouting 
America’s Age-Appropriate Guidelines for Scouting Activities. 
 
 
 



Resources: 
 
Guide to Safe Scouting https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Age-Appropriate Guidelines  
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/680-685.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Belay On  https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/outdoor%20program/pdf/430-
500_belayon_wb.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COPE and Climbing resources 
https://www.scouting.org/outdoor-programs/cope/ 
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