Roundtable Hot Topic

The Order of the Arrow and Scouting
The Order of the Arrow benefits all aspects of Scouting.

Since its founding in 1915, the Order of the Arrow has focused on recognizing those Scouts who
embody living by the Scout Oath and Law and, through that example, cause others to do the
same. It has provided a vehicle for advanced leadership opportunities for youth across the
nation. The current vision of the Order of the Arrow is “To be why Scouts want to stay in
Scouting.” So how, then, can the OA benefit your unit?

Cub Scout Packs

Talk to any youth who grew up in the Scouting program and you will hear stories about how an
older Scout inspired them - “I just wanted to be like them.” Order of the Arrow members can
fulfill the Scouting vision by being engaged with Scouts on all levels. Here are some ideas for
your packs to engage with Order of the Arrow members:

Participate in crossover ceremonies

Service teams for council or district level Cub Scout events

Provide a presentation to a Cub Scout Pack on beginning camping skills

Help to teach camping skills at Baloo training

Host a session on basic camping skills at a district or council Cub Scout roundtable
Host a basic camping skills session at a University of Scouting event

Scouts BSA Troops
The Order of the Arrow has always walked hand in hand with Scouts BSA troops, providing a
multitude of opportunities for youth in Scouting to learn and apply advanced leadership outside
of the unit, as well as within. For troops, this can take unit leadership to the next level, creating
a strong, youth led, and adult-guided unit. Here are some of the ways troops can engage with
the Order of the Arrow.

e Leadership positions utilizing the OA Unit Representative program.

e Create partnerships between the troop and the OA lodge.



https://oa-scouting.org/resources/ucl-support/unit-rep

e Enable Scouts to grow from an environment where they are leading with adult
involvement to a venue where they are entrusted and empowered with organizational
leadership, including leading adult Order of the Arrow members.

e Order of the Arrow High Adventure empowered with organizational leadership provide
high adventure and extended service opportunities at a reasonable cost. Opportunities
include OA Trail Crew at Philmont, the OA Wilderness Voyage at Northern Tier, or the
OA Ocean Adventure at Florida Sea Base, and more.

e Youth can attend and help facilitate advanced leadership training such as Lodge
Leadership Development seminars and National events such as National Leadership

Seminar (NLS).

Older youth programs can also benefit from connections with the
Order of the Arrow. While the age ranges and target audiences are
similar, the programs can be complimentary. The Order of the Arrow
can be a benefit to older youth programs by:

e Providing leadership opportunities for Sea Scout Ships
(Specialist) and for Venture Crews (Crew Guide) similar to the
OA Unit Representative in a Scouts BSA Unit. Part of the OA
Unit Representative program.

e Connect Scouts in Ships, Crews to other Scouts across the
district or council, providing opportunities to invite youth to join
based on their interest, enhancing the membership of these
programs.

e Provide opportunities for Scouts in Older Youth Programs to
connect and be a part of leadership on multiple levels, even
beyond the local council.

The Order of the Arrow Lodge even enhances the district and council. Your local OA Lodge can:
Provide support for the training committee

Spearhead efforts around service projects

Lead the charge with camp promotion

Be actively engaged as camp staff

Chapters can provide strong district support

Increase retention across programs

The Order of the Arrow plays a pivotal part in enhancing the Scouting movement across all
programs. The vision, “To be why Scouts want to stay in Scouting,” embodies what every Order
of the Arrow member desires, to share the great message of Scouting with every youth.


https://oa-scouting.org/training/national-leadership-seminar-nls
https://oa-scouting.org/training/national-leadership-seminar-nls
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