Earn the BSA Distinguished
Conservation Service
Award for Natural
Resource Conservation

For
Distinguished
Service to
Conservation in
Scouting

What Projects Qualify for the BSA
Distinguished Conservation Service Award?

First and foremost, projects must be conservation oriented.
They must be designed to address a conservation issue or
need in the local area, and they must benefit the environ-
ment or the creatures that live there. Making an area more
accessible for people is rarely for the benefit of the envi-
ronment.

How big these projects should be and how long they should
last are commonly asked questions.

Collecting aluminum cans over a weekend along with many
other Scouts is a fine public service, but since little learning
took place and there was no lasting impact on the communi-
ty, the project would not qualify towards this Award. Simi-
larly, a simple, one-time tree planting effort would not quali-

AP m— However, a reforestation project in cooperation with a pro-
Consider Working on the Distinguished fessional forester or park planner, learning which trees are

Conservation Service Award tod ay. You can appropriate to the area, ensuring proper spacing for best

: ] growth, following proper planting methods, and caring for
make a difference! the trees after planting might well qualify. Starting a com-

Additional information about the BSA munity-wide recycling project and encouraging people to

Distinguished Conservation Service Award can recycle might also qualify. Size of the project is not neces-

be found online at scouting.org. sarily the important element. ,Rather, the results, the lgarning
that took place, the applicant’s demonstrated leadership, and

the significance of the contribution to the community, park,
or other lands are what count.
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Introduction of the BSA Distinguished
Conservation Service Award:

Conservation and the Boy Scouts of America have been
partners for a long time. Camping, hiking, and respect for
the outdoors are a part of the Scouting heritage. Many of the
requirements for advancement from Tenderfoot through the
Eagle Scout rank call for an increasing awareness and under-
standing of the natural sciences. Many former Scouts have
become leaders in conserving our environment and protect-
ing it from abuse. Right now, Scouts are involved in learn-
ing about environmental problems and actively working to
make a difference.

The fundamental purpose of the BSA Distinguished Conser-
vation Service Awards program is to encourage learning by
the participants and to increase public awareness about natu-
ral resource conservation. Understanding and practicing
sound stewardship of natural resources and environmental
protection strengthens Scouting’s emphasis on respecting the
outdoors. The goal of this awards program is to encourage
and recognize truly outstanding efforts undertaken by Scout-
ing units, Scouts and Venturers, adult Scouters, and other
individuals, corporations, and institutions that have contrib-
uted significantly to natural resource conservation and envi-
ronmental protection.

BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Award Individual
awards are granted by the National Council through the local
Council’s Conservation Committee to a member of a Scouts
BSA, Sea Scout, or Venturing unit for exceptional and dis-
tinguished service to conservation and environmental im-
provement.

The BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Awards are pre-
sented for distinguished service in natural resource conserva-
tion. The award is given in one of three forms. The awards are:

Youth: BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Award

Adult: BSA Distinguished Conservationist

Organizations and Individuals: BSA Distinguished Conser-
vation Service Award Certificate

The award, the most distinguished in Scouting for exceptional
conservation service, will be awarded for clearly outstanding
efforts in planning, leadership, execution of plans, involvement
of others, and opportunities taken to help others learn about
natural resource conservation and environmental improvement.

The award includes the BSA Distinguished Conservation Ser-
vice Award certificate and an embroidered square knot.

Conservation Service Projects:

The BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Awards pro-
gram encourages and recognizes Scouts, Sea Scouts and Ven-
turers who design, lead, and carry out conservation projects
that are based on sound scientific principles and practices. The
projects should contribute to sound conservation and environ-
mental improvement in the local community, the region, or the
nation. The applicant is expected to research potential projects
and to choose, with guidance from a conservation adviser, a
worthy project.

Because the awards are individual awards, two or more indi-
viduals cannot claim credit for the same project. However, a
project may be a part of a larger conservation effort, with dif-
ferent applicants carrying out different aspects of the same
project. An Eagle Scout leadership service project may be
used as a conservation project if it meets the aims and objec-
tives of the awards program as listed below. Applicants are
encouraged to involve their unit members in project work and
demonstrate Scout leadership.

To assist the applicant with the documentation needed in com-
pleting the service projects, and the documentation of the com-
pleted projects, the BSA Distinguished Conservation Service
Award Project Workbook has been developed and is required
to be used by the applicant.

Required Projects:

Applicants for the BSA Distinguished Conservation Service
Award must plan, lead, and carry out at least two significant
conservation projects in two different categories. One project
may be the applicant’s Eagle Scout service project, if it is suit-
able. Projects can also be performed on BSA properties or
other private lands (conservation problems do not recognize
ownership patterns). Educational projects are allowed but
must be in different categories, and fundraising is allowed to
support your BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Award
projects.

The project categories are listed on the reverse side of this
brochure. They are designed, in part, to make conservation
awards available to Scouting youth living in suburban and
urban areas as well as those in rural settings, and to
acknowledge the growing interest among Scouts, Venturers,
Sea Scouts and their leaders in actively improving the natural
environment within their communities. These categories also
focus on the relationship between environmental abuses in
urban centers and their impacts in relatively unpopulated,
sometimes distant areas.




