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BSA Aquatics Guidance:BSA Aquatics Guidance:BSA Aquatics Guidance:BSA Aquatics Guidance:

Rob Kolb Andrea Watson

• National Aquatics Subcommittee National Aquatics Subcommittee National Aquatics Subcommittee National Aquatics Subcommittee (volunteers)

• Staff Advisor  Staff Advisor  Staff Advisor  Staff Advisor  (professional)

• High Adventure BasesHigh Adventure BasesHigh Adventure BasesHigh Adventure Bases

• Local DeliveryLocal DeliveryLocal DeliveryLocal Delivery



Content:Content:Content:Content:

• Aquatics Aquatics Aquatics Aquatics 

Updates Updates Updates Updates 

• BSA BSA BSA BSA 

UpdatesUpdatesUpdatesUpdates



eNewsletters:eNewsletters:eNewsletters:eNewsletters: http://t.email.scouting.org/lp/subscribeoutdoorprograms

Mar 2019

Nov 2019

Ap 2020

July 2020 

special edition



Program Safety Updates:Program Safety Updates:Program Safety Updates:Program Safety Updates:

• AHMR

• Unauthorized 

& Restricted
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Merit Badge Updates:Merit Badge Updates:Merit Badge Updates:Merit Badge Updates:

• 2 year review cycle2 year review cycle2 year review cycle2 year review cycle

• No set schedule for pamphlet revisionNo set schedule for pamphlet revisionNo set schedule for pamphlet revisionNo set schedule for pamphlet revision

• Churchill: transition to digital Churchill: transition to digital Churchill: transition to digital Churchill: transition to digital 

• ImagesImagesImagesImages

• NOWSNOWSNOWSNOWS



BSA Aquatics Instructor (NCS):BSA Aquatics Instructor (NCS):BSA Aquatics Instructor (NCS):BSA Aquatics Instructor (NCS):

• Revised lesson planRevised lesson planRevised lesson planRevised lesson plan

• 2020 season begins at Sea Base2020 season begins at Sea Base2020 season begins at Sea Base2020 season begins at Sea Base



National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:

• AQUATICS: GENERAL PSAQUATICS: GENERAL PSAQUATICS: GENERAL PSAQUATICS: GENERAL PS----201 C201 C201 C201 C
… equipment … provided as specified in CDC MAHC

• AQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQ----406 C 1406 C 1406 C 1406 C 1
Lifeguard competency tested & documented:

https://www.scouting.org/outdoor-programs/trail-to-adventure/lifeguard-skill-assessment-and-preservice-training/



National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:

• AQUATICS: GENERAL PSAQUATICS: GENERAL PSAQUATICS: GENERAL PSAQUATICS: GENERAL PS----201 C201 C201 C201 C
… equipment … provided as specified in CDC MAHC

• AQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQ----406 C 1406 C 1406 C 1406 C 1
Lifeguard competency tested & documented:

• AQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQAQUATICS: STAFF SQ----406 B406 B406 B406 B
Each aquatics area … supervised by person (18+) who holds…
o Lifeguard certification
o BSA AI or ARC  Lifeguard Management  (for swimming)
o BSA AI, Paddle Craft Safety, or… (for boating)



CDC MAHC: Lifeguard SupervisorCDC MAHC: Lifeguard SupervisorCDC MAHC: Lifeguard SupervisorCDC MAHC: Lifeguard Supervisor

Currently: Currently: Currently: Currently: MAHC requires lifeguard supervisorMAHC requires lifeguard supervisorMAHC requires lifeguard supervisorMAHC requires lifeguard supervisor

To qualify, must have three months experience To qualify, must have three months experience To qualify, must have three months experience To qualify, must have three months experience 

as a lifeguard, as a lifeguard, as a lifeguard, as a lifeguard, 

plus lifeguard management training plus lifeguard management training plus lifeguard management training plus lifeguard management training 

Future: Future: Future: Future: experience requirement dropped ?experience requirement dropped ?experience requirement dropped ?experience requirement dropped ?



National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:National Camp Accreditation Program:

2021

Family     

Camp

Short-term

Camp
1 to 3 nights: 

Camporees, Cub Scout 

& OA events, Training 



Scuba:Scuba:Scuba:Scuba:

• Stay tuned for updates to Stay tuned for updates to Stay tuned for updates to Stay tuned for updates to 

BSA Scuba PolicyBSA Scuba PolicyBSA Scuba PolicyBSA Scuba Policy



Jamborees:Jamborees:Jamborees:Jamborees:

• WSJ 2019

• NSJ 2021
postponed

• > 40,000 participants

• 152 nations

• 436 aquatics service team members

• 15,354 river rafters



Aquatics Supervision:Aquatics Supervision:Aquatics Supervision:Aquatics Supervision:

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/Outdoor%2

0Program/Aquatics/pdf/Aquatics_34346.pdf



Life Jacket Designations:Life Jacket Designations:Life Jacket Designations:Life Jacket Designations:



Camp Aquatics Guides:Camp Aquatics Guides:Camp Aquatics Guides:Camp Aquatics Guides:

Defunct Current 2019



Camp Aquatics Guides:Camp Aquatics Guides:Camp Aquatics Guides:Camp Aquatics Guides:

Coming Soon – Session 5, Oct 8th
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