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Dear

Your generous contribution to Scouting, sent him out.  He was 11 and the other boys in his patrol were about 12-15 years old.  They all took only what they could carry on their backs.  They picked a good spot for close by fishing and some good hiking.  They made a camp, gathered wood and put up a dining fly.  It only took a moment for him to realize that they took care of the needs of the patrol first.  The patrol cooked, ate and later told stories and sang a few songs before heading off to their tents.  

The one you sent out may have been a little scared that night but he didn’t let on, in fact he took comfort in knowing the older boys were there, to lend a hand or offer a word of encouragement if need be.  

They started early and ended late the next day- hiking, climbing, fishing, studying the plants and various animal markings. 

 Your Scout learned a great deal and he went to his sleeping bag that night well fed and quite a bit more confident than the night before.   The next day was a day to take stock and give thanks for all the good things life brings our way.  

Then your Scout pitched in with confidence to break camp and leave a clean campsite.

Yes, you sent him out, but the boy who came back was more confident and sure of himself and his abilities.  His mother might have said “….he’s just beginning to show a touch of manhood.”  

Your Scout learned much about being a team member and helping others and of giving of himself and caring about our great nations’ natural resources and beauty.  

Your Scout will one day, be an adult with all the responsibilities and requirements that are part of being a citizen of our community.  And when his values and good character are tested with life’s toughest decisions, you’ll know then, that the gifts you made to Scouting today, were worth every penny. 

Your recent ((XXXX)) gift of (($$$$)) that sent this Scout and so many other young boys out, is gratefully received, deeply appreciated and prudently used.  Thank you so very much for making a difference in the life of a boy.

Sincerely,

Kenneth C. Mehlhorn

Vice President of Development

