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DCS 501

Selecting a Thesis/Project Topic
Course Outline
Course Description:  This session introduces the participants to the thesis or project, discusses what constitutes a good thesis / research topic or a DCS project, and helps them select their general topic.
Objectives: 
1. Review the Doctoral Degree and Knot Requirements.

2. Explain the difference between a thesis and a project.
3. Relate the differences between a completed thesis and a project report.
4. Explain the process of thesis/project initial approval, working relationship with 



advisor, and final approval.

Resources:  Printed copies of typical completed theses and project reports. 

        These may be placed around the room for students to refer to easily.

        Some colleges have short synopses of completed works.
        Degree Requirements should be given out as part of a welcome packet.  If not make copies and hand them out to the students.       
Primary Teaching Method:  Interactive group discussion following 
Secondary Teaching Method:  A PowerPoint slide show that makes the main points in this lesson plan.  It should not be used as the basis for a lecture but a guide to direct discussion.
See notes below as well as Teaching Notes.
Important Instructor Note:  

This course can be a challenge for some participants who have never had the opportunity to write any kind of a major paper / thesis / dissertation or complete a significant project.  The Instructor should make every effort to keep the subject matter positive, upbeat, and enthusiastic to make the learners feel that writing a thesis or doing a project is attainable.  Think of this as an Eagle Scout Project or Wood Badge Ticket.  It can be done!

Our goal is to have Commissioners meet with success, not to scare them away from even attempting the completion of a thesis or project.

Don’t overwhelm the learners.  A little pizzazz or humor can add comfort for the learners.

Review to Requirement Guidelines for becoming a Doctor of Commissioner Science:

What is the difference between a thesis and a project?

Thesis is a concept, an idea, and a theory.  Your thesis is the basis for your project and the result of your research.  Your thesis is the instructional manual and outline for the project.


How might you go about choosing a topic for a thesis?



Area of interest:




Why? 
You are more likely to be complete it.



Resources – You are more likely to have adequate personal resources.



Knowledge - More likely to have current knowledge.



Area of experience and expertise:




Why? 
Use your personal knowledge and experience.



Area of need:




Study should be useful to you and other Scouters.



Study may be useful to the district, council, area, region, or National Council.



Makes better use of your time and talents.



Area that can be accomplished by you:



Availability of reference material, needed resources, and availability to counselors.



Area of research limited by time constraints:



Time required plan project, analyze material, complete research, write, rewrite, and 



type in final form, and execute project



Time required to for submission and acceptance.

How to Identify a Need in Scouting That Might be a Dissertation Topic?
Selecting a Topic

It should concern a problem you can research yourself, or can execute with reasonable 


support.

This is an individual effort with minimal support from outside. It should be limited in 


scope to allow completion in about one year.

Project is an event, activity, or administrative change.  Your project is the implementation of your ideas.  What you want to accomplish and how it has been or can be completed.

Project requires you to plan, implement, lead, facilitate, or DO some activity beyond gathering information.


Training –


Administrative –


Event or Activity –


Summarize

A project may be like a Wood Badge Ticket item.  If you have completed your Wood Badge Ticket, look at some of the portions that were devoted to improvement in your unit, district, or council.  Consult with others who have seen needs in their area

.

Review Sample Theses and /or Projects
Advisors and Final Approval


Local procedures for advisors and final approval


The Council College of Commissioner Science Doctoral Review Board approves the final 


product.

Thesis / Project Guidelines 

The project should be related to the enhancement or improvement of Commissioner service. 

A project plan should be created with specific objectives, timelines, measurable goals, and resources required, etc.
The project plan should be submitted to and reviewed by the Doctoral Review Committee or the Doctoral Dean and/or the Council Commissioner.  Each College of Commissioner Science should have guidelines for an approval process for a project or a thesis.

The completed project should have an after action summary report stating that the goals of the project were met and the expected benefit has been derived.

     The intent of doing a project is for improved commissioner service as well as personal  
growth.   

To obtain approval for writing your Doctoral Thesis or Project you should submit a one-page document to the Dean of the Doctoral Program with the following information:

1. Your name and current commissioner position

2. The title of your thesis or project

3. A brief paragraph describing the purpose of the thesis or project and why you choose that 

particular topic

4. A proposed outline that will be used to write the thesis or project report

Please note that the thesis or project should be related to commissioner service. If there is any doubt, discuss this with the dean early!

Once you have submitted your document, it will be reviewed by the Council Doctoral Review Committee who will determine if the topic is appropriate, sufficiently focused, and worthwhile. The intent of the thesis is to improve some aspect of Commissioner service.

To submit your completed thesis, it should contain the following elements:

1. A Title Page

2. Executive Summary or Abstract

3. Table of Contents

4. Introduction

5. Body, about 20 double spaced pages, including 1-8

6. Conclusion

7. Appendix (if needed)

8. Bibliography

A project report may vary somewhat in form depending on its purpose; however the following elements are appropriate


1. 
A Title Page


2. 
Executive Summary or Abstract


3. 
Table of Contents


4. 
Project description and evaluation


5. 
Recommendations/conclusions


6. 
Appendices as required

It is recommended that you submit the following with your completed Thesis or Project:

Past and current Commissioner positions: 

List of specific Commissioner training completed:

List of Commissioner College courses taken or taught and years of all degrees awarded:


(Your local Commissioner College should have a transcript to assist you with this.)

The thesis should be submitted to Dean of the Doctorate Program.
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