
 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions  and Answers  Regard ing AEDs 
(Automated External  Defibri l l ators) for 

Boy Scouts  of America 
 
 
Why do we need AEDs? Can't we just cal l  911? 
Sudden car di ac ar r est ( SCA)  i s the No. 1 cause of death i n the Uni ted States, taki ng mor e than 365,000 
l i ves each year . The Amer i can Hear t Associ ati on (AHA)  r ecommends a speci fi c four - step “ chai n of 
sur vi val ”  for  SCA. The hal l mar ks of thi s sequence whi ch ar e wel l  documented as dr amati cal l y 
i ncr easi ng sur vi val  r ates ar e: 
1)  Ear l y 911 access 
2)  Car di opul monar y r esusci tati on (CPR)   
3)  Ear l y defi br i l l ati on wi th an AED  
4)  Ear l y advanced l i fe suppor t (ALS) 1 

 
Sur vi val  i s di r ectl y l i nked to the ti me i nter val  between the SCA and the fi r st AED shock del i ver ed to the 
vi cti m. Stati sti cs val i date that when a shock i s del i ver ed wi thi n one mi nute, sur vi val  r ates can i ncr ease 
18- fol d fr om 5 per cent (by r el yi ng on EMS onl y to r espond)  to l evel s as hi gh as 90 per cent i n some 
cases.2  
 
Time is the most important e lement in  saving an SCA victim. Even the best EMS systems have 
di ffi cul ty ar r i vi ng “ i n ti me.”  They aver age 9 to 12 mi nutes,  
whi ch i s often too l ate. Because AEDs can be used by near l y anyone, wi despr ead depl oyment i n publ i c 
pl aces, i ncl udi ng school s, communi ty center s, and campi ng  
and r ecr eati onal  faci l i ti es, gi ves SCA vi cti ms the best chance of sur vi val . 
 
Who can operate an AED? 
Tr ai ned cl i ni ci ans use manual  defi br i l l ator s. The r el ati vel y untr ai ned can use an AED. Today’s AED 
anal yzes the vi cti m's condi ti on and (onl y i f war r anted)  del i ver s an el ectr i c shock to the hear t to 
r estor e a pati ent’s hear t r hythm.  
 
I t’s wor th r epeati ng: AEDs ONLY pr ovi de a shock i f the vi cti m’s hear t r hythm meets SCA 
char acter i sti cs. So AEDs hel p those i n that uni que si tuati on—and pr ovi de ther apy (or  “ shock” )  onl y i f 
the pati ent r equi r es i t. 
 
A Power hear t® AED G3 P l us by Car di ac Sci enceTM, i n par ti cul ar , i s popul ar  for  i ts ful l y automati c 
oper ati on. Ther e ar e no buttons to push to del i ver  ther apy. Ther e ar e cl ear  voi ce i nstr ucti ons for  CPR 
and AED use.  
 
The AED i s r emar kabl y effecti ve. A 2007 Uni ver si ty of Pennsyl vani a study showed that adul t 
vol unteer s wi th no pr i or  CPR tr ai ni ng wer e abl e to del i ver  CPR of a qual i ty often si mi l ar  to tr ai ned 
pr ofessi onal s when usi ng the G3 P l us AED, wi th i ts appr opr i ate, r eal - ti me CPR voi ce pr ompts and 
bui l t- i n metr onome. 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.americanheart.org/presenter.jhtml?identifier=3012016  
2 http://www.sdprojectheartbeat.com/pages/aboutus.htm  



 

 
 

 
 
Who can help  my counci l  office or camp implement an AED program? 
Car di ac Sci ence i s a l eadi ng pr ovi der  of compr ehensi ve AED pr ogr am management ser vi ces. Contact 
Car di ac Sci ence for  hel p wi th: 

• Pur chasi ng your  devi ces 
• Ar r angi ng tr ai ni ng 
• Medi cal  pr escr i pti on and over si ght 
• Deter mi ni ng the opti mal  number  and pl acement of your  AEDs  
• Devel opi ng an ongoi ng qual i ty assur ance pr ogr am. 

 
What i s  the cost to purchase and maintain an AED? 
A Power hear t AED costs about the same as a wel l - equi pped l aptop computer . Wi th i ts i ndustr y- l eadi ng 
7- year  devi ce war r anty and 4- year  uncondi ti onal  r epl acement guar antee on i ts standar d i ndustr i al -
gr ade batter y, the Power hear t AED offer s a ver y l ow cost of owner shi p thr oughout the l i fe of the AED. 
Contact your  Car di ac Sci ence r epr esentati ve for  pr i ci ng. 
 
What i s  the “useful  l i fe” of an AED? 
An AED i s “ useful ”  and appr opr i ate as l ong as the devi ce par ts ar e r epl aced  
as necessar y. El ectr odes (pads)  need to be r epl aced ever y two year s and ar e  
pur chased i n pai r s ( one for  the uni t and one for  backup) . The batter y needs to  
be r epl aced ever y four  year s and comes wi th a ful l  uncondi ti onal  r epl acement guar antee, as above. 
 
Power hear t G3 AED pr oducts have softwar e upgr ade capabi l i ty ( vi a CD)  for  si mpl e i mpr ovements that 
may occur  occasi onal l y as a r esul t of evol vi ng pr otocol s i n the ar eas of CPR, technol ogy, al gor i thms, 
etc. 
 
Are AEDs easy to use? 
Extr emel y. Desi gned for  use by vi r tual l y anyone wi th mi ni mal  tr ai ni ng, the Power hear t AED G3 P l us 
fr om Car di ac Sci ence has ful l y automati c oper ati on,  
pr econnected el ectr odes, and a hel pful  text scr een that r uns i n tandem wi th the voi ce pr ompts. Thi s i s 
especi al l y useful  for  noi sy and chaoti c envi r onments. 
 
Addi ti onal l y, the RescueCoach™ voi ce pr ompts gui de you thr ough ever y step of the r escue. The AED 
pr ompts for  CPR wi th a bui l t- i n metr onome that sets the pace for  pr oper  chest compr essi ons. 
 
Are AEDs rel i ab le? 
The patented Rescue Ready technol ogy makes the Power hear t AED among the most r el i abl e AEDs i n the 
i ndustr y. Ever y day, to ensur e anyti me functi onal i ty, the Power hear t AED sel f- checks al l  mai n 
components (batter y, har dwar e, softwar e, and el ectr ode pads) . Ever y week, the AED compl etes a 
par ti al  char ge of the hi gh- vol tage el ectr oni cs. And ever y month, the AED char ges the hi gh- vol tage 
el ectr oni cs to ful l  ener gy. I f anythi ng i s ami ss, the Rescue Ready status i ndi cator  on the AED handl e 
changes fr om gr een to r ed and emi ts an audi bl e al er t to ser vi ce the uni t. I n sum, a Power hear t AED i s 
Rescue Ready to per for m when a l i fe depends on i t. 



 

 
 
 
What training i s  requi red? 
I n most cases, si mpl e CPR and AED tr ai ni ng i s al l  that i s r equi r ed.  
 
For  exampl e, the Amer i can Hear t Associ ati on offer s the Hear tsaver ™  AED cour se, whi ch can be 
compl eted i n l ess than four  hour s. Tr ai ni ng r equi r ements var y fr om state to state. Your  Car di ac Sci ence 
r epr esentati ve can pr ovi de i nfor mati on on state- speci fi c tr ai ni ng r equi r ements and r evi ew al l  tr ai ni ng 
opti ons to accommodate your  counci l  offi ce or  camp. 
 
What l i ab i l i ty do we incur by dep loying AEDs? 
I f the Power hear t AED i s used i n accor dance wi th the di r ecti ons i n the manual , pr oper  tr ai ni ng and 
usage pr otocol s and medi cal  di r ecti on, the user  i s i ndemni fi ed fr om l i abi l i ty. Si gned by Pr esi dent 
Cl i nton i n 2000, the Car di ac Ar r est Sur vi val  Act pr ovi des AED user s and acqui r er s wi th l i abi l i ty 
pr otecti on. I n fact, wi th AEDs becomi ng common safety devi ces, or gani zati ons ar e now at r i sk for  not 
havi ng these 
devi ces on si te.  
 
Each state has Good Samar i tan l aws wi th l anguage about AEDs. These l aws typi cal l y i nvol ve thr ee mai n 
el ements: medi cal  di r ecti on ( a l i censed physi ci an to over see your  pr ogr am) , tr ai ni ng ( as descr i bed 
above) , and r ecor d keepi ng/tr acki ng (of devi ce ser i al  number s and l ocati ons, batter y expi r ati on dates, 
etc.) . Ask your  Car di ac Sci ence r epr esentati ve about AED Pr ogr am Management Ser vi ces. Car di ac 
Sci ence speci al i zes i n managi ng al l  thr ee components for  you to ensur e l egal  compl i ance.  
 
How do we implement an AED program for our scouting uni t? 
Car di ac Sci ence can assi st you wi th i ts Qui ck Response pr ogr am. I t pr ovi des the thr ee pr i mar y 
el ements (medi cal  di r ecti on, tr ai ni ng, and r ecor d keepi ng)  to mi ni mi ze extr a wor k, confusi on, and 
r i sk r egar di ng the depl oyment pr ocess. Car di ac Sci ence manages al l  these steps for  your  pr oper ti es and 
has a wel l - documented tr ack r ecor d of r el i abi l i ty, qual i ty, and del i ver y i n thi s ar ea. 
 
We r ecommend you l ever age the pr ogr am si nce AEDs have uni que featur es, tr ai ni ng has to be pr ovi ded, 
and pr ogr ams need to confor m to state l aw for  l i abi l i ty pr otecti on pur poses. Car di ac Sci ence wi l l  al so 
hel p deter mi ne opti mal  devi ce pl acement and devel op ongoi ng qual i ty assur ance pr ogr ams for  you. 
 
What i f we can afford only one AED but have mult ip le locations? 
Upon r equest, Car di ac Sci ence wi l l  wor k wi th you to best depl oy your  AEDs based  
on your  speci fi c needs and budget. Of cour se, even one AED i s much better  than havi ng none or  not 
enough. We str ongl y encour age you to have one or  mor e  
AEDs on hand. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Where would  we p lace our AEDs? 
Your  Power hear t AED shoul d be as vi si bl e and easi l y accessi bl e as possi bl e. Some ar eas you mi ght 
consi der  ar e: 
  
• Near  the fr ont desk at your  counci l  offi ce 
• Centr al l y l ocated wher e most Scouts, staff, and vi si tor s gather   
• Wi thi n qui ck access to stai r ways and exi t door s 
• Near  your  tr ai ned r esponder s 
• Near  your  other  fi r st- ai d and emer gency r esponse equi pment 
 
 
 
Contact your Cardiac Science representative for more information. 
 
Car di ac Sci ence Cor por ati on 
3303 Monte Vi l l a Par kway 
Bothel l ,  WA 98021 
Tol l - Fr ee US: 800- 991- 5465 
 
Vi si t www.car di acsci ence.com 
 


