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Summary of the Agreement

In a special ceremony at American Red Cross (Red Cross; ARC) national headquarters on
February 11, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) signed a national training agreement to become
an authorized provider of Red Cross health and safety programs. This agreement is the
culmination of more than two years of collaboration with Red Cross to provide lifesaving and
other training for BSA youth members and adult leaders nationwide.

e As part of the agreement, we will work with the Red Cross to develop a “train the trainer”
program at both the instructor and instructor trainer levels. This will help all BSA councils
across the country develop and train their own instructors, ensuring their ability to meet
training obligations for both adult volunteers and youth members in the following areas:

e Lifeguarding;

e First aid, CPR and AED

e Emergency response;

e CPR/AED for the professional rescuer

e Wilderness first aid;

e Bloodborne pathogens: preventing disease transmission
e Babysitting

National American Red Cross headquarters has been using their health and safety national
account network to coordinate administration of this agreement. The Red Cross chapter that will
work with each the BSA local council and serve as administrative chapter of this agreement has
been identified. Please refer to the list of BSA councils and Red Cross chapters attached to this
communication for the contact information necessary to start this important relationship between
your council and the local American Red Cross chapter. The list is sorted by state and then city
of the Red Cross chapter.



Please reach out to your American Red Cross chapter contact to begin expanding the authorized
provider relationship.

If, after reading this document, you have any questions regarding the implementation of the
national agreement or about your commitment or involvement, please contact Ed Woodlock at
the BSA national office (972-580-2447).

How Does It Work?

e As part of the agreement, the BSA becomes an authorized provider on a nationwide basis and
develops a “train the trainer” program at both the instructor and instructor trainer levels. This
will help each of BSA’s local councils develop and maintain the capacity to train their own
instructors and ensure their ability to meet their training obligations for both adult volunteers
and youth members.

e Each local council has been matched with a corresponding Red Cross chapter that will
manage the local relationship and centralize the administration of the contract for the BSA
council. The administrative chapter will manage the national AP agreement with BSA on
behalf of the other chapters in that council area. (BSA local council areas vary in size and
may include only one or several chapters.)

e A program support fee of $5 for each participant, per class, will be paid to the administrative
chapter by the BSA local council. A price list for course materials for BSA participants is
attached to this communication. each course participant attending Red Cross classes should
have and retain all required course materials. There is an internal Red Cross procedure that
accounts for other Red Cross chapters within the council area where BSA training may occur.

e There are no provisions in the national agreement for instructor and IT training. The BSA
council can work with their administrative chapter or any Red Cross chapter to coordinate
instructor and IT training.

Please note that to reduce administrative costs to both BSA local councils and Red Cross
chapters, it is recommended that you reach an agreement on a monthly, quarterly, or even
annual payment of program support fees. Payment of fees with each course record could be
unnecessarily costly to all parties.

Steps to Get the Agreement Started

The following are some steps and suggestions for contacting and working with your local
American Red Cross chapter:

MAKE INITIAL CONTACT. The local Red cross chapter will contact the local council Scout
executive listed as the contact on the council/chapter listing. The purpose of this initial contact is
to brief the Scout executive on the agreement terms and to identify the primary contact within the
council for this agreement.

MEET. The Red Cross chapter will set up a meeting with the council’s primary contact. The
purpose of this meeting is to review the agreement and establish how the council and chapter can
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