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More than half of all Boy Scouts agree that Scouting has improved
their performance in academic and nonacademic areas, particularly in

the areas of physical fitness, science, reading, and math.
More than half of all Boy

Scouts agree that Scouting has
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Base: 275 boys who are or were Scouts.

With the variety of merit badges and advancement activities that youth
experience through Scouting programs, youth develop new interests based
upon their Scouting experiences. Scouts say that their interest in emergency
preparedness, physical fitness, engineering, and the environment have all
increased because of what they have learned in Scouting.
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Base: 275 boys who are or were Scouts.
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Since Scouting builds their interest in many areas, it is not surprising
that youth in Scouting rate their skills in these areas higher than do

youth who have never been in Scouting. A significant number of Scouts,

particularly Scouts who have been in the program five or more years,
rate their skills in the environment and emergency preparedness higher
than youth who have never been in a Scouting program.
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Base: 275 Scouts; 77 Scouts 5+ years; 593 non-Scouts.

A significant number of Scouts,
particularly Scouts who have
been in the program five or
more years, rate their skills in
the environment and emergency
preparedness higher than youth
who have never been in a

Scouting program.
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Family Relationships
Youth who have been in Scouting five or more years are more likely

than other youth to say that their parent’s opinion is very important

A f 1 i . s . . .
s was found 10 years ago in when selecting a club or activity in which to participate.

the Values of Men and Boys in
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Base: 275 Scouts; 77 Scouts 5+ years; 593 non-Scouts.

Ethical Decision Making

As was found 10 years ago in the Values of Men and Boys in America
study, Scouts today are still more likely to make the most ethical—not
the easiest—choices, especially if they have been in the Scouting
program five or more years. Scouts are more likely than other boys to
voluntarily visit a retirement home after school with their classmates,
tell their best friend they will not participate in acts of vandalism with a
group of kids, tell an adult if a classmate brings a gun to school, and not
eat an apple a friend stole from a fruit stand.
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Your Teacher Arranges for Students to Visit a
Retirement Home After School, Would You...

I Total Scouts [ Scout 5+ Years 1 Never a Scout
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Base: 275 Scouts; 77 Scouts 5+ years; 593 non-Scouts.

Your Best Friend Hangs Out With People Who Dare Each
Other to Do Destructive Things, and He/She Asks
You to Come With Them, Would You...
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Scouts are more likely than
other boys to voluntarily visit

a retirement home after school
with their classmates, tell

their best friend they will not
participate in acts of vandalism
with a group of kids, tell an
adult if a classmate brings a gun
to school, and not eat an apple

a friend stole from a fruit stand.
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You See a Classmate Bring a Gun to Class, Would You...
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Your Friend Takes an Apple From a Stand Without
Paying for It and Gives It to You, Would You...
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Boys Share Similar Struggles

While Scouting helps nurture character traits in youth, it should not be
forgotten that Scouts are just like other youth, feeling the same pressures
to fit in and be accepted by peers. Scouts are less likely than other boys
to report drinking a full glass of alcohol, (26 percent vs. 33 percent).
However, like other youth, boys in Scouting experiment and try different
things and participate in activities that are less than ideal. Scouts are just
as likely as other boys to report having cheated on homework (49 percent
vs. 49 percent), carrying a gun to school (4 percent vs. 3 percent), binge
drinking (18 percent vs. 22 percent), smoking marijuana (16 percent vs.
18 percent), and using drugs at least once in the past year (6 percent vs.
4 percent).

Scouts also rate themselves just like other boys on respecting their
parents, not being prejudiced, and being able to make and keep friends.
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While Scouting helps nurture
character traits in youth, it
should not be forgotten that
Scouts are just like other youth,
feeling the same pressures to fit

in and be accepted by peers.
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Demographic Characteristics of Samples

Adult Study

The following table provides a breakdown of the demographic
characteristics of the entire sample for the adult survey. A total of 1,524
adults have been surveyed for this study.

Adult Demographics Percentage

Gender

Male 49%
Female 51%
Race

White 73%
African American 11%
Asian or Pacific Islander 1%
Native American or Alaskan Native 3%
Other 8%
Declined to Answer 4%
Ethnicity

Hispanic origin 11%
Not of Hispanic origin 85%
Not sure 1%
Declined to answer 3%
Marital Status

Married 57%
Divorced 9%
Separated 1%
Widowed 7%
Never married 16%
Single, but living with someone 8%
Declined to answer 2%
Employment Status

Employed full-time 45%
Employed part-time 9%
Self-employed 10%
Not employed 34%
Declined to answer 2%
Education

Less than high school 11%
High school graduate 36%

or equivalent

Some college or technical school 27%
College graduate 16%
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Postgraduate degree 8%

Declined to answer 2%
Presence of Children

Have children 70%
Do not have children 29%
Declined to answer 1%

Youth Survey
The following table provides a breakdown of the demographic
characteristics of the entire sample for the youth survey. A total of 1,714

youth have been surveyed for this study.

Youth Demographics Percentage
Gender
Boy 51%
Girl 49%
Race
White 64%
African American 18%
Asian or Pacific Islander 3%
Native American or Alaskan Native 3%
Other 10%
Not sure 2%
Ethnicity
Hispanic origin 16%
Not of Hispanic origin 75%
Not sure 9%
Living Arrangements
Both parents 58%
Mother only 14%
Parent and stepparent 14%
Mother sometimes and father sometimes 5%
Father only 2%
One parent and their companion 2%
Relative 2%
Someone else 3%
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Cub Scout Promise

I, (name),

promise to do my best
To do my duty to God and
my country,
To help other people, and
To obey the Law of the Pack.
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Scout Oath or Promise

On my honor | will do my best
To do my duty to God and my country
and to obey the Scout Law;
To help other people at all times;
To keep myself physically strong,

mentally awake, and morally straight.
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Scout Law

A Scout is trustworthy,
loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave,

clean, and reverent.

VALUES OF AMERICANS



The Venturing Oath

As a Venturer,
| promise to do my duty to God
and help strengthen America,
to help others, and to seek
truth, fairness, and
adventure in our world.
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