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Boy Scouts of America

Speakers Bank

We are the Boy Scouts of America: Volunteerism

Thank you [insert name of person who introduced] for your kind introduction and thank you for inviting me to [insert name of organization] to talk about an organization that is dear to my heart and dear to our country, to our communities, and to our youth: That organization, as you all know, is the Boy Scouts of America.

[If speaker has strong connection to the organization he/she is speaking to, here’s a place to insert comments such as “As I look around the room, I see a lot of familiar faces . . . ” or “As I look around the room, I am reminded of the time when . . .”  For this speech on volunteerism, consider an anecdote about doing a good turn.]

You know, the Boy Scouts’ purpose is simple: It’s to build the character and integrity of America’s youth and prepare them to become responsible adults: adults who are leaders and adults who participate in society according to our Scout Oath and Law. That Oath and that Law are founded on trustworthiness, loyalty, and bravery, and on values that put community and family first.

As we near our 100th anniversary in America, I’m here tonight to ask for your participation—to volunteer your time and, if you are in a position to do so, to provide whatever financial support you can.

I say with great pride that we are the Boy Scouts of America, and we are committed to giving young people the tools and experiences, and the knowledge and faith to make the world a better place. Our mission may be lofty, but with your help, it is attainable. 

As I prepared my comments to impress upon you the many reasons why ours is such a worthy movement—and so important for the times in which we live—I considered what builds character and integrity. I thought about faith—the importance of recognizing that life is bigger than just you and your everyday concerns.  I contemplated what it takes to foster a generation of youth who are healthy and engaged.  I pondered the importance of tradition, in particular the tradition of Scouting and the impact it has made on our country. I thought about heroes—many Scouts have gone on to be national heroes, including home run champions, moon-walkers and U.S. Presidents. And I thought about the benefits of volunteerism.

All of these concepts are so important to our movement. But today, I want to focus on volunteerism: why volunteers, and having the opportunity to become one, are so important to young people. And why it’s one of the reasons I hope you’ll [give/continue] your support [to/for] the Boy Scouts.

I remember the first time that I volunteered [this is a great chance for the speaker to insert a personal story about how they learned to volunteer, like, “My father taught us to . . . ” or “My mother always insisted that we . . .”]
Every Boy Scout lives out a set of principles that were laid down a long time ago. Our Oath teaches duty to God, country, others, and self. The Boy Scout Law describes how to live a life of honor by being trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.  I’ve always felt that familiar list was more than just the description of a Boy Scout. To me, it’s the epitome of a volunteer. 
Three years ago, the Boy Scouts of America conducted a study on The Values of Americans—A Study of Ethics and Character. The study showed that Scouting continues to make a positive impact in the lives of youth.  Scouts show higher self-confidence, leadership skills, and a greater interest in helping others than youth who are not Scouts. 
I believe that today—more than ever—America needs volunteers to address the issues youth and families face today—which include overcoming hunger, providing adequate shelter, addressing the causes of poor health, and showing a great interest in helping others.  I believe America needs Scouts. 
You may know that the Scouts’ slogan is, “Do a Good Turn Daily.” But you may not know why. It has to do with how American Scouting came to be—and why today, that phrase is at the heart of a program that gives every Boy Scout a chance to volunteer to help the people around him or her. 

In 1909, a Chicago publisher named William Boyce got lost in the London fog. A young boy helped him find his way, but wouldn’t take the shilling Boyce offered. He said Scouts don’t take payment for “doing a good turn.” Boyce, on the other hand, had never heard of Scouts; but he was so intrigued that he learned all about the British program, then came home and helped create the Boy Scouts of America.

For almost a century, Scouts have honored the memory of that day by doing “good turns.” And in 2004, the Boy Scouts of America launched the “Good Turn for America” —a national call to service that has engaged Scouts tackling hunger, homelessness, and poor health across our nation. With the support of leaders and volunteers, Scouts have logged more than five and a half million hours of community service as part of that effort.

Some of these good turns are stressful and difficult—like the work of Troop 458 in Thibodaux [Tib-a-doe], Louisiana, which cleaned and rebuilt their hometown after the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. 
Some go unnoticed outside the circle of people who take part—like Cub Scout Pack 618’s regular visits to a senior center in Rancho Bernardo, California.  During these visits young Scouts volunteer their time with the elderly—who welcome and value their presence.   
 [This is where the speaker could give an example of Scouts in the local community volunteering.  ] 
But they’re all good turns—all acts of volunteerism make communities better today and teach young boys lifelong lessons.
Those are some individual examples.  Imagine the power that comes from nearly three million Scouts and more than one million adult volunteers doing good turns all at the same time. Now multiply that by nearly 100 years and more than 110 million young men and women, and you’ll get an idea of the tremendous impact of Boy Scout good turns and volunteerism.  

We want more youth to have the opportunity to learn the power of giving back. We want more youth to learn about teamwork, leadership and character. We want youth to grow up to be successful at what they do, to have a sense of place, of community, to have strong values and a chance to volunteer to make the world a better place.  With your support, Scouting gives youth this chance.     

[Insert one of the following quotes]

· Former U.S. President Bill Clinton said, “Citizen service is the very American idea that we meet our challenges, not as isolated individuals but as members of a true community, with all of us working together. Our mission is nothing less than to spark a renewed sense of obligation, a new sense of duty, a new season of service.”
· Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “Everyone can be great because anyone can serve.”
· In his call to replace government spending with volunteers, former U.S. President George H. Bush said, “The old solution, the old way, was to think that public money alone could end our problems.  But we have learned that is not so. And in any case, our funds are low.  We have a deficit to bring down.  We will turn to the only resource we have that, in time of need, always grows on the goodness and the courage of the American people.  I am speaking of a new engagement in the lives of others, a new activism, hands-on and involved, that gets the job done.”
I believe that it is our responsibility as parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and mentors to encourage our youth to be active participants in their communities.  We can instill in them a sense of community by setting an example through our own contributions to society.  

There is nothing more rewarding than the expression on a young person or teenager’s face when he or she realizes the power of giving back, the positive impact it has on others and how they can make a difference. But it starts with us. 

As I mentioned at the beginning of my speech, I am here to ask for your participation—to volunteer your time and, if you are in a position to do so, to provide whatever financial support you can.  

The first step to getting involved is to contact your local council office. You can reach them by [give out the phone number and/or Web site to your local council]. Second, if there’s a young man who looks up to you, talk to him about whether he’d like to become a Scout. [The speaker could say something about his experience such as “As an Eagle Scout . . . ”]. It really is the journey of a lifetime. 
All of these ideals we discussed today are found in two precepts that every Scout recites and lives—the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. If you know it, please join me in reciting the Scout Oath.  “On my honor I will do my best To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; To help other people at all times; To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.” 
And closely related to our Oath, the Scout Law states, “A Scout is: trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.”
Individually, the words in the Oath and Law are simple—but collectively they become words to live by. These principles make Scouting more than what we do—but rather who we are—and what we will be. We are the Boy Scouts of America.
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