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Boy Scouts of America

Speakers Bank
We Are the Boy Scouts of America: The Importance of Faith
Thank you [insert name of person who introduced] for your kind introduction and thank you for inviting me to [insert name of organization] to talk about an organization that is dear to my heart and dear to our country, to our communities, and to our youth: That organization, as you all know, is the Boy Scouts of America.
[If speaker has strong connection to the organization he/she is speaking to, here’s a place to insert comments such as “As I look around the room, I see a lot of familiar faces…” or “As I look around the room, I am reminded of the time when…” For this speech on faith, consider an anecdote about doing a good turn.]

You know, the Boy Scouts’ purpose is simple: It’s to build the character and integrity of America’s youth and prepare them to become responsible adults: adults who are leaders and adults who participate in society according to our Scout Oath and Law. That Oath and that Law are founded on trustworthiness, loyalty, and bravery, and on values that put community and family first.

INSERT ONE OF FOLLOWING, AS APPROPRIATE

· As we near our 100th anniversary in America, I’m here tonight to ask for your participation—to volunteer your time and, if you are in a position to do so, to provide whatever financial support you can.

· As we near our 100th anniversary in America, I’m here tonight to talk to you about the benefits of Scouting so that when you are out doing your good work you can share what we do and encourage others to explore the many opportunities of the Boy Scouts of America.

I say with great pride that we are the Boy Scouts of America, and we are committed to giving young people the tools and experiences, and the knowledge and faith, to make the world a better place. Our mission may be lofty, but with your help, it is attainable. 

As I prepared my comments to impress upon you the many reasons why ours is such a worthy movement—and so important for the times in which we live—I considered what builds character and integrity. I thought about the benefits of volunteerism. I contemplated what it takes to foster a generation of youth who are healthy and engaged. I pondered the importance of tradition, in particular the tradition of Scouting and the impact it has made on our country. I thought about heroes—many Scouts have gone on to be national heroes, including home run champions, moon-walkers and U.S. Presidents. And I thought about faith—the importance of recognizing that life is bigger than just you and your everyday concerns. 
All of these things ideas are so important to our movement. But today, I want to focus on the importance of faith for our young people—specifically that part of the Scout Oath that says, “On my honor I will do my best; To do my duty to God and my country.”

[The speaker can insert comments such as “As I think about faith I remember what my grandmother used to tell me…” or “I used to think faith was…but I’ve come to learn that it’s . . . ” or “In my life faith has . . . ” or “To me, faith is . . . ”]

“Duty to God” lies at the foundation of Scouting’s commitment to moral, ethical, and spiritual growth. To reach our full potential and learn how to make better choices throughout our lives, each of us needs to believe in a higher power.
But what exactly is faith? We know it’s a deeply personal topic and that good, honest people from different cultures view it in different ways. Its role in an increasingly complex world has evolved since the Scout Oath was written almost a century ago. 

The Boy Scouts of America doesn’t dictate what God is or isn’t, or how a person should practice his or her religion. We leave that to the Scouts’ families and to their religious leaders. In my own Council [name], many religions are represented. I submit that the Boy Scouts of America is one of the most inclusive faith-based organizations in our country. 

I’m not a theologian, but I know that the world’s major religions share at least one thing: the belief in something bigger than ourselves. That’s what helps Boy Scouts carry out our mission every day.

The founder of Scouting, Lord Robert Baden-Powell, knew that faith gives young people a road map for life, that it is a wise guide for thoughts and actions. Nearly 100 years later, we still believe that. And that’s why faith is written into our Scout Oath and Scout Law.

Faith in a higher power spurs all of our Scouts—members and volunteers at every level—to look beyond themselves, whatever their spiritual beliefs may be, to turn their attention to helping others.

Of course, Scouts have no monopoly on the power of faith as a moral compass. The principles that gave rise to our great nation have their roots in this same ideal. Americans know it’s important to treat each other with dignity and honor. We try to treat others as we would be treated ourselves. 

Faith is front-and-center in our founding document, the Declaration of Independence: It explains why Americans “assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them.” It asserts that all “are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights.” There’s a lesson here: when you set out to do good, you start with faith. America did, and so does every Scout.

I’d like to tell you how the Boy Scouts of America incorporates faith into its daily mission to make the world a better place.

Many of you here may know the Scout slogan: “Do a Good Turn Daily.” We’re inspired in this helpful and generous approach not only by our belief in a higher power, but also by the acts of ordinary Americans who are always so quick to lend their neighbors a hand. One of the most enduring images of rural America is the barn-raising. When times are tough in cities, people open soup kitchens, conduct clothing drives, and join together to meet basic needs for safe shelter. Scouts come from a culture of “good turns,” and we try to strengthen it through our actions.

Some good turns are dramatic—saving a life or helping out after a disaster. Some are more painstaking, like recycling trash or working on conservation projects. But by and large, good turns are quiet, thoughtful acts—helping a child learn to read, going to the store for an elderly neighbor, or welcoming a new student to school. A good turn goes beyond good manners. It is a special act of kindness.
Today more than ever, America needs these selfless acts to overcome hunger, lack of adequate shelter, and poor health. In 2004, the Boy Scouts of America launched Good Turn for America, a national call to service that has engaged Scouts across America in important community projects.
Imagine the power that comes from nearly five million Scouts and more than one million adult volunteers doing good turns, all at the same time. Now multiply that by nearly 100 years and more than 110 million young men and women and you’ll get an idea of the tremendous impact of good turns.

[This is where the speaker could give an example of a Scout in the community doing a good turn. If the community has a dramatic life-saving example, this is the place to put it. The transition to it could be: “One of the greatest examples of faith in action is when you risk your life for another . . . which is exactly what a young Scout in this town/community/state did when he . . . ”]

As I mentioned at the beginning of my speech, I am here to [INSERT THE ONE USED IN THE INTRODUCTION]:
· Ask for your participation—to volunteer your time and, if you are in a position to do so, to provide whatever financial support you can.
· Talk to you about the benefits of Scouting so that when you are out doing your good work you can share what we do, and encourage others to explore the many opportunities of the Boy Scouts of America.

I hope that my remarks here today have inspired you to get involved in our movement. The first step is to contact your local council office. You can reach them by [give out the phone number and/or Web site to your local council]. Second, if there’s a young man who looks up to you, talk to him about whether he’d like to become a scout. [The speaker could say something about his experience such as “As an Eagle Scout . . . ”] It really is the journey of a lifetime. And not least, you can donate to this worthy movement. An investment in the Scouts is an investment in our collective future.

All of these ideals we discussed today are found in two precepts that every Scout recites and lives—the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. If you know it, please join me in reciting the Scout Oath. “On my honor I will do my best To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; To help other people at all times; To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.”
And closely related to our Oath, the Scout Law states, “A Scout is: trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.”
Individually, the words in the Oath and Law are simple—but collectively they become words to live by. We live by faith—the simple belief in a higher power. This principle, along with others, makes Scouting more than what we do—but rather who we are—and what we will be. We are the Boy Scouts of America.
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