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Boy Scouts of America

Speakers Bank

We are the Boy Scouts of America: The Importance of Supporting Scouting
Thank you, [insert name of person who introduced], for your kind introduction and thank you for inviting me to [insert name of organization] to talk about an organization that is dear to my heart and dear to our country, to our communities, and to our youth: That organization, as you all know, is the Boy Scouts of America.

[If speaker has strong connection to the organization he/she is speaking to, here’s a place to insert comments such as “As I look around the room, I see a lot of familiar faces . . . ” or “As I look around the room, I am reminded of the time when . . . ”  For this speech on supporting Scouting, consider an anecdote about doing a good turn.]

You know, the Boy Scouts’ purpose is simple: It’s to build the character and integrity of America’s youth and prepare them to become responsible adults: adults who are leaders and adults who participate in society according to our Scout Oath and Law. That Oath and that Law are founded on trustworthiness, loyalty, and bravery, and on values that put community and family first.

As we near our 100th anniversary in America, I’m here today/tonight to ask for your participation—to volunteer your time and, if you are in a position to do so, to provide whatever financial support you can.

I say with great pride that we are the Boy Scouts of America, and we are committed to giving young Americans the tools and experiences, and the knowledge and faith, to make the world a better place. Our mission may be lofty, but with your help, it is attainable.

As I prepared my comments to impress upon you the many reasons why ours is such a worthy movement—and so important for the times in which we live—I considered what builds character and integrity. I thought about the benefits of volunteerism. I contemplated what it takes to foster a generation of youth who are healthy and well. I pondered the importance of tradition, in particular the tradition of Scouting and the impact it has made on our country. I thought about heroes—many Scouts have gone on to be national heroes, including home-run champions, moon-walkers, and U.S. Presidents. And I thought about faith—the importance of recognizing that life is bigger than just you and your everyday concerns.

All of these concepts are so important to our movement. But today, I want to focus on how important it is for each of us to give Scouting our support.

What do I mean by support? It takes different forms. You can support scouts with your time. You can support the Scouting movement with your moral power. And yes, you can support the Boy Scouts financially.

Together, these different kinds of support form a web that makes the whole Scouting experience possible. Scouting is an environment—a physical environment and a moral one. Scouts work and learn in that environment to build character. But it’s adults who create and maintain that environment. When you contribute to that, in whatever form, you’re supporting Scouting.

Remember that while Scouting is a worldwide phenomenon, represented in this country by a national organization, the relationship I’m describing is community-based. Scouting is local, support for Scouts is mostly local, and the benefits that Scouts and supporters get from working with one another remain in the community. The Boy Scouts of America may be one of the best examples of the familiar principle “Think Globally, Act Locally.”

Financial Support

Let’s start with the most concrete form of help you can give your local Scouts: money. I remember a line from a movie we’ve all seen, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” The angel Clarence tells George Bailey, “Oh, we don't have money in heaven." And George answers, "Well, it comes in pretty handy down here, Bub."

To me, Scouting is heaven on earth. But it is on earth, and money does come in pretty handy down here. Because the Boy Scouts have a well-known national organization, many people don’t know that the funding for Scouting is almost entirely local.

Who pays for Scouting? A lot of people. Local United Way chapters have supported the Scouts for many years. From time to time, foundation grants help, too. Many religious, educational, law enforcement, and military organizations not only fund Scouting, but make it part of their own work. More than 300 local Boy Scout councils around the country know first-hand what good friends we have in groups like these.

Who else pays? The Scouts do. With help from their parents and guardians, Scouts buy their own uniforms, handbooks, and equipment, and pay their own fees for camping and other activities. They pay dues and work on fund-raising activities.

And local citizens and businesspeople like you help too. Some of you support the national organization by working with our foundation on planned giving programs. If that’s something that interests you, I can give you information later on how to get started. Or, if you are considering a financial gift, think about the good it can do right here in [TOWN] as a direct donation to [NAME SCOUT TROOP(S) OR UNIT(S)]. You’ll be able to see your generosity at work every day.

Scouting isn’t about money; it’s about ideals. But like so many other worthy institutions, it exists in the real world, where not too many things come free of charge. I can’t think of a better way to turn money into promise than to use it in support of the Boy Scouts.

Personal Involvement
Money isn’t the only thing you have to offer. Time is just as valuable. Sometimes, even more valuable. When you picture a Boy Scout troop in action, you picture not only a group of young men, but also an adult who’s there to guide them.

Becoming a uniformed leader might be the first way you think of to lend your time and expertise to Scouting, but it’s not the only one. For every troop leader, there are several assistants who help keep things running. Every Scout troop also has people around it who never earn a title or put on a uniform. They’re just there, getting the little things done.

Maybe you have a special skill you can teach, and time you can devote to teaching it. Do you operate a business that Scouts would like to visit and learn more about? Do you own some land Scouts could camp on, a lake they could fish in, a boat they could learn how to sail on? The only limit to how you can help your local Boy Scouts is your imagination and your willingness to get involved. As with so many other things, the first step is a simple conversation. When we’re done tonight, you’ll find [NAME LOCAL SCOUT LEADER] up here ready to answer your questions.

Moral support

Earlier I said your “moral power” was part of the web of support that keeps Scouting alive and rewarding. What do I mean by that?

Remember, Scouting is built around the ideals in our Oath—duty, service, and morality. It’s built on our Scout Law, which spells out those 12 famous things a Scout must be. This is the first time in many young men’s lives that they’ve sworn themselves to anything more complicated than cleaning their plates or finishing their homework. It’s a big step, and they need to see that the people around them take it as seriously as they do.

Scouting is also about community. When a boy takes up Scouting, he’s testing the waters of public life—seeing what it’s like to commit to something bigger than himself. For the Scout who values the experience, it can be the first step in a career of civic involvement. Today’s Scout may be tomorrow’s police officer, business leader, or mayor. For the Scout who doesn’t feel his involvement is worthwhile, it could end up being the last uniform he ever wears—the last job he ever takes on for a reason other than earning a living.

That’s where you come in. If you believe Scouting is a worthwhile thing for a young man to do, and a valuable part of your community’s life, don’t keep it to yourself. If a question involving the Scouts ever comes up in your town—for example, a permit to use a wilderness area or a proposal to establish a Troop—raise your voice in support. If you know a young man who’s the right age to start Scouting, talk to him about our values and help him learn more. And if you know a Scout, ask him about what he’s doing. Show him you care.

It even helps if you just give an admiring nod when you see the uniform on the street, or clap as loud as you can when the local troop comes by in a parade. Think about what it felt like to be that age, and how much it meant when a grown-up took you seriously—and maybe even admired you.

I’ve said a lot today about how to support the Boy Scouts. I want to close by restating why I think you should.

Scouting doesn’t take place in a vacuum. If someone goes through the motions of Scouting without the added element of community, we’ve got a word for that— “camping.” Scouting is so much more than that. It’s a young man’s introduction to civic life. It’s his introduction to an important paradox—that none of us can live truly independent lives until we learn to rely on one another.

Scouting teaches lifelong lessons about heroism, hard work, faith, and duty. When you support the Boy Scouts, however you support the Boy Scouts, you’re putting your own stamp on that experience for boys here in [TOWN]. Chances are, you don’t think any thanks are necessary. But remember, these are Boy Scouts we’re talking about. You’ll probably get thanked anyway.

Conclusion

All of these ideals we discussed today are found in two precepts that every Scout recites and lives—the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. If you know it, please join me in reciting the Scout Oath. “On my honor I will do my best To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.”

And closely related to our Oath, the Scout Law states, “A Scout is: trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.”
Individually, the words in the Oath and Law are simple—but collectively they become words to live by. These principles, along with others, makes Scouting more than what we do—but rather who we are—and what we will be. We are the Boy Scouts of America.
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