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DCS 504
Thesis/Project Workshop
Course Outline
Course Description:  

This course is for those who feel they need more help getting started on or completing their thesis/project.
Objectives:  
Discuss theses and projects with people who have completed their Doctor of Commissioner Science.  
NOTE:  You should arrange for those who have recently completed their Doctorate to attend the class and relate their experience.  This should be done before the college or at least at registration. 

Evaluate possible topics for your thesis / project.
Select a topic for your thesis / project.

Primary Teaching Method:  Panel discussion or guided discussion.  Some may choose one-on-one discussion between faculty and candidates if sufficient faculty is available.  Feel free to adapt the lesson plan below as needed.
Secondary Teaching Method (PPT):  Not appropriate for this lesson. 






  An introductory set of slides is provided.
Important Instructor Note:  

These 501 - 504 courses can be a challenge for some participants who have never had the opportunity to write any kind of a major paper / thesis / dissertation or complete a significant project.  

The Instructor should make every effort to keep the subject matter positive, upbeat, and enthusiastic to make the learners feel that writing a thesis or doing a project is attainable.  

Think of this as an Eagle Scout Project or Wood Badge Ticket.  It can be done!

Our goal is to have Commissioners meet with success, not to scare them away from even attempting the completion of a thesis or project.

Don’t overwhelm the learners.  A little pizzazz or humor can add comfort for the learners.

Lesson Plan Body
Introduce the Scouters who have come to discuss their theses/projects. 
Depending on the number of people speaking, introduce each; give about five minutes each for them to narrate the challenges and solutions they had for their thesis or project.  And have them explain how they choose their topic.  
Give a short time for questions for each speaker. 
OR 
If the instructor has internet access, go to a website and display examples of completed theses or projects.

Leave time at the end for a general question and answer session for the entire panel to respond to student questions.
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