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CED 723

Reaching the Next Multicultural Generation

Teaching Notes

Introduction: The purpose of this course is to gain a better understanding of the needs and desires of the African American, Hispanic/Latino American, and Asian American populations in relation to their participation in youth organizations in general and the BSA in particular.
The study “Reaching the Next Multicultural Generation” was conducted by New American Dimensions, a research firm that specializes in ethnic market studies.  The study consisted of 25 focus groups with Venturing-age teens, Boy Scout-age boys, and Parents of Cub Scout-age boys who are not currently in a Scouting program.  Parent groups were conducted in the language most comfortable for the participant, including English, Spanish, or Mandarin Chinese.
In order to get people from a variety of ethnic roots, such as Mexican, South American, Puerto Rican, and Cuban in the Hispanic/Latino market, larger cities were chosen as the study markets.  In Los Angeles, groups were conducted with Asians and Hispanics/Latinos.  In Chicago, groups were conducted with African Americans.  In Houston, groups were conducted with all three segments, and in New York, groups were conducted with Hispanics/Latinos.
This course is the result of a study that included 25 focus groups that included:
· Venturing-age teens
· Boy Scout-age boys
· Parents of Cub Scout-age boys
and was completed in the following markets:
· Los Angeles – Asian & Hispanic/Latino
· Chicago – African American
· Houston – Asian, Hispanic/Latino, & African American
· New York – Hispanic/Latino
Parents in all three ethnic groups have some common things they look for when selecting activities for their children.  They look for activities that they believe are safe.  This safety concern includes the adults who will be interacting with their children and the safety of the activity itself.  
All parents also look for activities that will help their child be successful in life; however, how they define success is slightly different.  African American parents define success as their child being an upstanding citizen and a contributing member of the community.  Hispanic/Latino parents define success as their child being respectful, responsible and having strong family bonds.  Asian parents define success in terms of academic and future career success. 
Parents also look for activities that reinforce the values they are teaching their children and activities that help their child build self-esteem and self-confidence.
There were also some differences particular to each ethnicity.
Most youth are involved in a variety of organized and informal after-school activities.  Youth most often mention they are involved in sports and outdoor recreation.  However, many also say they are involved in arts and hobbies, community service, faith-based activities, academic clubs, and other youth organizations.
African American parents and Hispanic/Latino American parents with Mexican, Central, and South American roots are highly involved and want to participate in activities with their children.  These parents say they volunteer to be coaches, team parents, fund-raisers, provide refreshments, attend events, and help in any way they are asked.
Asian American parents and Hispanic/Latino parents with Caribbean roots describe themselves as less involved in their children’s activities.  They generally provide transportation, refreshments, and financial resources but do not attend their children’s activities because of other time commitments.






	Perception of Scouting
When asked what they thought about the Boy Scouts of America, parents generally had a positive perception.  Most parents used words such as honest, responsible, disciplined, trustworthy, and good citizens to describe Scouts.
Parents have a general awareness that Cub Scouts exists; however, they are unfamiliar with what boys do in the program.  New immigrants generally are unaware of Cub Scouts.
Boy Scout-age boys have a general awareness that the program exists, but beyond camping, they are unsure what Boy Scouts do.
No Venturing-age youth had ever heard of the Venturing program.  However, when they were read a description of the program it had high appeal, especially among Hispanic/Latino and Asian youth.
Although parents have an overall positive view of Scouting they do have some concerns about, and disconnects with, the program.  Parents in all three ethnicities describe a Scout as being a white or Anglo boy.  They also do not see a Scout as someone who is comfortable being with someone from their race or ethnicity.  
While youth in all groups generally like Boy Scout and Venturing activities, they do not see others like themselves in Scouting nor do they have any friends who are Scouts.  In addition, African and Hispanic/Latino youth do not think Scouts are comfortable with their racial or ethnic group and youth in all groups do not see a Scout as someone they would hang out with.    They believe the uniforms are outdated and look uncomfortable.  African American youth also prefer team sports to extreme sports because they believe extreme sports are too individualistic and do not provide the recognition they are seeking.
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