BeAScout: Putting Scouting on the Map!

Have you heard? The BSA is using the Internet to build on our annual recruiting efforts!
And the recruiting campaign is called BeAScout.

BeAScout is for parents, unit leaders, and council staff. Everyone has a role to play that
can help people sign up for Scouting.

Parents. When parents get a recruitment flyer from school, it should reference
www.beascout.org. That's where parents can select a Scouting program they want
more information about, and they can also type their address to find units in their
neighborhood.
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The parent clicks Go and voila! A Google map appears with Scouting pins. Each pin has
information about the unit, including a contact name. The parent simply clicks on the
unit contact (David Hooton in our example) or More Info to send an email to the leader
with information about their youth; they can also ask questions of the leader.
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Unit Leaders. Using their MyScouting accounts, unit leaders can personalize the pins
that will appear on the Google map. The committee chairperson and the chartered
organization representative can also do this. This is what the Unit Pin Management

screen looks like.
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It's important to assign a primary contact and two alternate contacts (registered adults in
the unit) so that more than one person can monitor the emails from parents. By default,
some information may be set from ScoutNET and may require updating.

Then, a leader will select the information that should appear on the Google bubble.
For example, set a special announcement about an upcoming open house.

Council Staff. Council system administrators and Scout executives are automatically
notified when a parent contacts a unit leader. The council can also assign district
executives and others to receive these notices so they can monitor the activity and
make sure someone is following up. Or, if the unit leaders are out of town, the DEs can
respond themselves. A council assigns this role in MyBSA > Membership > BeAScout >
BeAScout Administration.

The council can also monitor activity by checking reports. The BeAScout dashboard
shows all parent activity and follow up. It's located on the Membership > BeAScout page.
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Look for resources for your council and to help train your unit leaders on the ScoutNET
Support site on the BeAScout page.



